
Public libraries, 
social mobility and 
social justice 
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“a source of pleasure 
and improvement in 
the cottages, the 
garrets and the cellars 
of the poorest of our 
people.”  
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2019 1850 
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"for almost one in every 
two children to  be poor 
in 21st Century Britain is 
not just a disgrace, but a 
social calamity and an 
economic disaster".  

 
The UN’s Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty 
Professor Philip Alston  
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“bad libraries build 
collections, good 
libraries build 
services, great 
libraries build 
communities”.  
R. David Lankes, director of the University of South Carolina’s 
School of Library and Information Science 
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“walking into a library 
is often the first step a 
person takes out of 
social exclusion, 
unemployment and 
poverty”.  
Darren McGarvey 
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Space  chase with children 
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Shakespeare #SelfieSaturday 
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Thank you 
 

sarah.mears@librariesconnected.org.uk 
 

@sarahmears10 
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