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White
British

White
Other

Mixed/ Multiple
Ethnic Groups

Asian Black Other

2011 92.6% 3.4% 1.3% 2.0% 0.4% 0.3%

2021 88.8% 4.4% 1.7% 3.3% 1.1% 0.7%

Background to the Cultural Sharing
Forum
Situated in the west of Hampshire, Test Valley contains a mixture of urban, semi-urban and
rural areas. A large proportion of the population live in the Borough’s two main towns,                           
Andover and Romsey. 

The population of Test Valley is 131,699, with 50,888 residents living in Andover.

Andover, has had historically low but significantly increasing ethnic diversity.

Test Valley Ethnicity data: 



Background to the Cultural Sharing
Forum
As a team, engagement officers were regularly in touch with community leaders from the
Muslim, Nepalese and Chinese communities in Andover, which have historically been the
more established and formalised groups in the area. 

Throughout the Pandemic, we worked collaboratively with these communities and were
guided by them on how we could use our resources to best support them. 

This led to working together on some brilliant
projects, such as producing Covid vaccination
videos with trusted community members. The
video was filmed in multiple languages and
formatted to be shared via Whatsapp. 

This collaborative way of working developed into
conversations about community leaders joint
aspirations to improve inclusion in the town and
embrace and celebrate diversity. 



Cultural Sharing Forum in 2023

What does the Cultural Sharing Forum mean to you?
The Cultural Sharing Forum provides an opportunity to
come together as one to discover and share your culture
and those around you. It aims to provide a space to
embrace these cultures, share experiences and develop a
better knowledge and understanding of the cultures and
world around us.”

What should the Forum aim to achieve?
The Cultural Sharing Forum aims to embrace and better
understand the cultures in Andover and promote cultural
awareness. By bringing people together and making space
for all cultures to interact and identify shared aims to
promote inclusivity and integration.

The Forum has now been established for over a year, and
has developed its own identity and sense of direction. Below
are the values and priorities the group works towards...



Cultural Sharing Forum in 2023
The Cultural Sharing Forum is independent of, but
affiliated to Andover Vision. 

Andover Vision is a key local strategic partnership of
Andover’s residents, community groups, businesses,
and public bodies. 

The partnership works together to help the town fulfil
its potential, raise aspirations and promote a sense of
pride amongst communities to achieve great things
for the town and its future over the next 20 years. 

By the Cultural Sharing Forum being represented within this partnership, it has increased the
rate of engagement in consultation and service development across a range of public services.
Most importantly, it’s given diverse communities the opportunity to be involved in
consultation or conversations that they feel passionately about and in areas where they
would like at affect change. 



Cultural Sharing Celebration
A core aim of the group is to create opportunities for more
inclusive events which reflect the diversity of Andover. 

Their first event, the Cultural Sharing Celebration, took place
in January this year. Aimed at raising awareness of the Forum
and creating an opportunity to build on people's
understanding of cultures and customs. 

The Forum planned for multiple stalls to run through the main
shopping centre, each displaying interactive activities, like:
Henna tattoos, Arabic writing, hair braiding, recipe sharing,
the opportunity to try on sari’s and other traditional dress,
make Polynesian headdress and many others.



Faces of Andover
Faces of Andover was a series of free digital self portrait workshops, undertaken in
partnership with the Cultural Sharing Forum,  Southampton University and a group
of artists called Common Ground. 

The workshops aimed to engage a culturally diverse demographic and promote
intercultural conversation using digital art to enable people to share their
experiences, perceptions and visions for the future. 

The sessions aimed to combine artistic practice with research to explore peoples
experience of place, belonging and community in Andover. 

The finished portraits were shared as part of a free exhibition for a month to coincide
with the Cultural Celebration event. 



Cultural Events Calendar

The Forum has been collating a Cultural
Events Calendar since it began in early
2022. This has been a hugely impactful
quick win to improve awareness and
visibility of different cultures and
promote inclusivity and deeper 
 understanding. 

The Forum has ambitions to use the
calendar and information cards to share
with schools, create educational or
artistic videos and regularly promote and
raise awareness of the different cultural
celebrations being marked in the area.  



Development and Future 

The informal nature of the group has worked well, with the
Borough Council providing supporting structure to ensure the
group has access to the resources needed to achieve its aims.
However, this has in turn contributed to a challenge
encouraging independence from this support. 
The Forum is hoping to link to similar established Multicultural
Forums in surrounding areas, to encourage mentorship and
share experience.
The group aspires to continue to raise its profile and visibility in
Andover, as well as continuing to encourage new membership
in creative ways.  
Finally, the Forum are creating a schedule of events to promote
and celebrate diversity throughout 2023 in Andover. As well as
working to establish long term sustainability for the Forum to
continue to determine its own direction. 


